24           MEN, MOVEMENTS, AND MYSELF
My next situation was at the inn at Hazleford Ferry on the
River Trent between Newark and Nottingham, where I was an
amalgam of groom, potman, and ferryman* The ferry was
within driving distance of Nottingham, and visitors to the inn gave
to me my first contact with the city mind. I also learned how to
manage a boat, to take charge of horses, cattle, and sheep, and to
meet the many requirements of domestic service. It was a good
situation, and I remember my experiences while there with pleasure
and gratitude. I cannot remember that during this period I read
anything, or that I ever saw a book; but my thoughts were gradually
turned towards the life of the big cities about which I heard with
an ever-increasing interest.
I should not like to end the record of the earliest working years
of my life without saying with sincerity and deep thankfulness that
I was most fortunate in the character of the many working men in
whose company my young days were spent. Looking back on the
years when I worked with them in the stables and the fields, through
long and lonely days, and under all sorts of conditions, 1 cannot
remember anything that reflects the least discredit upon them,
They were untaught, clean-living, simple-hearted men of singular
purity of character, with an inborn sense of decency and of reverence
for the innocence of a child's mind. They were among the best
men I have ever known, and, for the example of their lives, for their
rich yet homely wisdom, derived from their daily contact with the
growing corn, the trees, and the sweet-smelling earth, and for all
that they taught me, I remember them with pride and gratitude.
* All these put their trust in their hands: and each bccomcth wise in
his own work. Without these shall no city be inhabitatcd, and
men shall not sojourn nor walk up and down therein. They shall
not be sought for in the council of the people, and in the assembly
they shall not mount on high; they shall not sit on the scat of the
judge, and they shall not understand the covenant of judgment;
neither shall they declare instruction and judgment; and where
parables are they shall not be found, Bui: they will maintain the
fabric oj'the world; and in the handiwork of their craft is their prayer J*
1 Ecclesiasticus xxxviii 31-4.